Thrombotic risk in patients with aortic bioprostheses.
Thrombosis of Mosaic aortic valve bioprostheses occurring at more than one month after surgery occurs in 0.8% (95% CI 0.33-1.67%) of patients. In the two cases reported here, each patient had risk factors for thrombus formation, namely severe left ventricular impairment in one patient, while the other patient was heterozygous for prothrombin variant G20210A. The cases were treated successfully, by thrombolytic therapy with streptokinase in the first case, and by repeat aortic valve replacement in the second case. Thrombosis of bioprosthetic valves in the aortic position is rare, and a period of anticoagulation postoperatively does not invariably protect against this serious complication. In conclusion, patients with risk factors for thrombus formation should be considered for long-term anticoagulation.